
Chitrakoot
Known as the hill of many wonders,
Chitrakoot is known mainly
because of its association with
Ramayana. Highly revered as a
spiritual abode, it also plays host to
a number of fairs and festivals
throughout the year. It is a haven
for pilgrims, wanderers, explorers
and the historically inclined.
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Attributed with a special place in the Hindu
scriptures, namely the Ramayana, this holy
abode sees visitors from across the country.
It is said that the forests of Chitrakoot
offered respite to Lord Rama during the
years he spent in exile. Chitrakoot also hosts
several fairs and festivals including the
National Ramayana fair. With its mystic
charm and strong association with
Ramayana, cascading waterfalls surrounded
by lush greenery and unexplored caves,
Chitrakoot apart from being a pilgrim spot,
can be considered as an interesting offbeat
destination as well.
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When To

VISIT
http://www.ixigo.com/weather-in-chitrakoot-lp-1069338

Jan
Cold weather. Carry Heavy woollen.
Max:
20.60000038
1469727°C

Min:
8.399999618
530273°C

Rain: 15.0mm

Feb
Cold weather. Carry Heavy woollen.
Max: 23.5°C Min:

10.19999980
9265137°C

Rain: 12.0mm

Mar
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max:
29.70000076
2939453°C

Min: 14.5°C Rain: 6.0mm

Apr
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max:
34.29999923
706055°C

Min:
18.79999923
7060547°C

Rain: 9.0mm

May
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max: 36.5°C Min:

22.70000076
2939453°C

Rain: 0.0mm

Jun
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max: 34.5°C Min:

23.10000038
1469727°C

Rain: 81.0mm

Jul

Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
29.39999961
8530273°C

Min:
21.39999961
8530273°C

Rain: 192.0mm

Aug
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
29.39999961
8530273°C

Min:
21.70000076
2939453°C

Rain: 213.0mm

Sep
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max: 27.5°C Min:

18.60000038
1469727°C

Rain: 141.0mm

Oct
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max:
29.10000038
1469727°C

Min:
18.20000076
2939453°C

Rain: 24.0mm

Nov
Cold weather. Carry Heavy woollen.
Max:
25.89999961
8530273°C

Min:
13.10000038
1469727°C

Rain: 9.0mm

Dec
Cold weather. Carry Heavy woollen.
Max:
21.10000038
1469727°C

Min:
8.899999618
530273°C

Rain: 6.0mm

What To

SEE
5 Sights

http://www.ixigo.com/places-to-visit-see-in-chitrakoot-lp-1069338

1 Ramghat
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Ram Ghat, Mandakini River,
Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh,  210205,
India

One of the most frequented places in the
Chitrakoot town, Ramghat is essentially an
embankment built on the banks of the
Mandakini river, with long stretches of steps
running along it. It was believed that Rama,
Sita and Lakshman used to take bath here,
during their stay at Chitrakoot. Moreover, it
is also a common belief that the famous
poet, Tulsidas, met Lord Rama at Ramghat
and composed the Tulsi Ram Charit Manas
sitting here. Today many devotees throng to
this place to take bath in the holy waters or
to perform various ritualistic ceremonies.
The holy Sarayu river is also thought to
surface at Ramghat from its underground
sources and after a distance, it disappears
again. You will come across many ascetics
and yogis sitting on the steps. There is a
constant rhythmic chanting of hymns and
prayers which is quite soothing to the ears
and creates a very pure and sacred
ambience. In the evening, aarti is performed
by the priests and numerous lamps are lit,
which creates a magical vista against the

backdrop of the calm waters of the
Mandakini. A number of sacred ashrams are
located close to Ramghat.

2 Hanuman Dhara

Hanuman Dhara, Chtrakoot, Uttar
Pradesh,  210205, India

It is believed that the holy journey of
Chitrakoot is incomplete without paying a
visit to Hanuman Dhara. To reach the main
temple, one has to climb 360 stairs. The
temple itself is carved out of a mountain,
and is dedicated to Hanuman. The idol of
Hanuman is a rare 5 headed one. A narrow
stream of water emerges from the rock
crevice and falls directly on the idol. Apart
from that, there is a nearby well that never
dries up, which is also considered sacred.
The temple gets its name due to a
mythological legend associated with this
natural spring, which is briefly elaborated
below. After Hanuman had set fire to the
entire kingdom of Lanka with his tail, his
whole body was consumed in flames and he

was burning in pain. Lord Rama asked him
to stand under the above mentioned natural
spring to cool his body. Since, then this
spring is known as Hanuman Dhara. Views
from the top of this temple is spectacular,
with beautiful panoramic vistas of the
Chitrakoot town.

3 Sitapur

Sitapur, Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh,
India

Sitapur is located just 2 km away from
Kamadgiri, on the banks of the Payaswani
river. It is the place where Lord Rama is
believed to have lived with Sita. Today,
pilgrims first take bath in the Payaswani
river, before beginning the Parikrama
(circumambulation) around he Kamadgiri
mountain.

This place was originally known as
Jaisinghpur. It was given to Mahant
Charandas by the king of Pana, Aman Singh.
Charandas later renamed the place as

Sitapur, after Sita devi, the wife of Lord
Rama. The numerous temples and ghats
lined up along the banks of the river add a
picturesque charm and glory to this small
town.

4 Kalinjar Fort Excursion

Bundelkhand, Banda district, Uttar
Pradesh, India

Standing close to the World Heritage site of
Khajuraho, the fort is located on the Vindhya
mountain range. Built on an isolated rocky
hill, Kalinjar fort soars up to a height of 1203
ft, overlooking the Bundelkhand plains.
Dating as far back as 150 to 250 CE, this fort
can be counted amongst the oldest forts in
the country. It served many ruling dynasties
in the region, from Guptas to Solankis to the
Chandela dynasty.

The antiquity of the fort is proved by the
scripted mention of this fort in the
Mahabharata. The word ‘Kalinjar means -
‘destroyer of time’. The exact origin of the
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fort is still a mystery, though rock edicts
testify that the fort might have been built by
Bargujar Kings. Kalinjar fort has witnessed
many major historical incidents like, the
failed besiegement of the fort planned by
Ghazni, the successful conquest of the fort
by Babar, the death of Sher Shah Suri and
the battle against the British during the
Sepoy Mutiny.

The ancient aura of the fort affords it a very
mystic quality and is an ideal place for
spending some quiet time with oneself. One
entering the fort one is able to appreciate
the creative imagination of the Bargujar
kings in the massive rock cut sculptures,
temples and other fine works of art. In the
western part of the fort, stands an ancient
Shiva temple. Entering through the cave like
opening, one is immediately awestruck by
the huge Shivalingam, just above which lies
a natural water source that constantly drips
water on the lingam. The neck of the Shiva
statue here, mysteriously remains moist to
touch. Close to this Neelkanth Mahadev
temple, there are other rock cut statues of
various Gods and Goddesses.

The palace of Aman Singh is another
example of marvellous architecture. There
are many interesting legends associated
with the palace which retell the colourful
history of the Chandela dynasty. Thousands
of sandstone images and rich carvings,
though withered and broken, are
nonetheless quite arresting. Apart from the
palace, you would come across many life

size images of the holy trinity. There is a
belief that the ‘pond of million tirthas’
located here, has the power to cure
numerous skin diseases. There are many
other ponds scattered around the premises.
Though cemented roads have been built for
convenient access to the fort, the real
adventure lies in walking on the old beaten
track on rocky terrains and passing by the
seven magnificent entrance gates, which are
still testament to the invincibility of the
Kalinjar fort.

5 Kamadgiri

Kamadgiri, Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh,
210205, India

Referred to as the Chitrakoot mountain in
the Hindu mythology - Ramayana, Kamadgiri
has been considered sacred for a very long
time. This is the main and the busiest
pilgrim spot in the whole of the Chitrakoot
city and is considered to be the embodiment
of Lord Rama himself. The hill has a dense
forest cover and has a number of scattered
temples at its fringe. Kamadgiri can be
translated to mean the mountain that fulfills

one's desires and wishes. One of the main
temples on this mountain is dedicated to
Lord Kamta Nath (an incarnation of Lord
Rama) who is believed to be the fulfiller of
wishes. Hence it is believed that if you
circumambulate this mountain, all your
wishes will come true. The whole Parikrama
path is about 5.5 km long and one has to
walk barefoot all the way.

Where To

Eat
5 Places

http://www.ixigo.com/foods-in-of-chitrakoot-lp-1069338

1 Ashok Restaurant

Ramghat, Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh,
India

One of the many restaurants present in
Ramghat, Ashoka also serves standard
vegetarian North Indian fare. The Dal fry
and the Mix Veg dish are specially good.

Enjoy a wholesome meal offered to you at
very reasonable prices. Bon appetit.

2 Paryatak Awas Grah

Ramghat, Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh,
India

This is a government run place where one
can get both food and accommodation at a
very subsidised rate. The food here is simple
vegetarian and generally costs a pittance.
The menu is usually fixed, so you will have
to content with whatever is available for the
day. But the food is usually well prepared
and the service is also quite efficient.&nbsp;

3 Jaipuriya Smriti Bhawan
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Ramghat, Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh,
India

A small dhaba-like establishment, the
Jaipuriya Smriti Bhawan is one of the
popular eateries in Chitrakoot. They
specialise in typical North Indian fares. You
must try the Gobi Masala here. The rates are
cheap here and the quality of food is also
very satisfactory.

4 Annapurna

Ratana wali maarg, Ramghat,
Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh, 210205,
India

+91-5198-224415

In Chitrakoot, the restaurants are usually
small establishments, without any fancy
ambience. Annapurna located in the
Ramghat is one such establishment. You will
get regular North Indian meals, which are
both easy on the pockets and taste good.
Annapurna resort is a good choice if you are
travelling on a shoestring budget.

5  Kamad Giri Bhawan

Ramghat, Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh,
210205, India

This is the best place to come to if you are
travelling on a shoestring budget. A filling
thali meal will cost you just INR 20. You
might be disappointed with the ambience of
the place, but the food quality is more than
satisfactory.
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Quick

LOCATE
http://www.ixigo.com/hotels-in-chitrakoot-lp-1069338

See
A: Ramghat
B: Hanuman Dhara
C: Sitapur
D: Kalinjar Fort Excursion
E: Kamadgiri

Accommodation
F: Shree Jee Bhawan
G: Shree Jee Bhawan
H: Shree Jee Bhawan

Food
I: Ashok Restaurant
J: Paryatak Awas Grah
K: Jaipuriya Smriti Bhawan
L: Annapurna
M:  Kamad Giri Bhawan
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