
Kolkata
Remembered as the Communist
hub of India, this exquisite city will
charm you with its old-world
culture and heritage. Dubbed as
the 'City of Joy', the celebratory air
in Kolkata never diminishes with its
excitingly colourful festivals,
particularly Durga Puja.

The beautiful city of Kolkata has a
lot to offer including attractions like
Eden Gardens, Dakshineswar Kali
temple, Eco tourism park, Howrah
Bridge, Victoria Memorial Hall, Park

Street, Birla Planetarium, etc.
&nbsp;
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Famous For : City

The 'Cultural Capital of India', Kolkata has an
aura which has to be felt if it's to be
believed. Experience the sing-song voices of
the good people ( bhadralok), the haze of
incense and aroma of mustard in the air and
much more. &nbsp;

The spirit of India’s culture and intellect is
well preserved--in the gentlemen’s clubs,
horse buggies, yellow taxis and old-school
associations. The smell of old books on
College Street, the golden brown perfection
of the mutton chop, the romances of the
havelis...love notes like these on the city
never seem to cease from a poet’s pen. The
back alleys and winding streets are where
you get the actual feel of the city. Take a
ferry down the Hooghly as dusk descends--
you never know when you get to meet the
lover in you!

Bollywood's tryst with Kolkata is not new.
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Many films have captured the City of Joy and
its subtle commotion in the most beautiful
ways. One can get a glimpse of Howrah
Bridge, Victoria Memorial, Durgo Pujo, and
Rajbaris in the movies. The blockbuster hits
Kahaani, Parineeta, Piku, Gunday, Yuva, and
The Namesake have deftly portrayed the
city, keeping alive its essence and earthy
charm in the depictions.

Dotted with bright yellow cabs, Kolkata, the
bustling capital city of West Bengal, is the
hub of Bengali culture in India. The city
boasts of a rich cultural heritage, evident in
its distinct cuisine, clothing, lifestyle, its
literature, and even architecture. The cradle
to Communist parties in India, the city is an
embodiment of its ideologies, which grant
its uniqueness in terms of the pace of life.
You must visit the famous Howrah Bridge,
especially at night to see its twinkling city
lights, reflected in the gently lapping
Hooghly River. Visitors should also try
travelling by the unique tramway, for a
complete 'Calcutta' experience. The city
really, truly comes alive during Pujo (Durga
Puja). The celebrations reach a fever pitch,
rendering a fervent, pious and celebratory
air to the city.&nbsp;
The city is a culinary heaven, with unique
Bengali flavours and aromas. Food is serious
business with the Bongs, and you must eat
like a true blue Bong when in the city. From
the crispy puchkas to the signature kosher

maangsho, the city has something for
everyone. Go on a shopping spree at the
New Market--a Victorian era shopping
arcade which houses everything, from
gadgets to sarees, confectionary to rare
cheeses!

When To

VISIT
http://www.ixigo.com/weather-in-kolkata-lp-1140455

Jan
Cold weather. Carry Heavy woollen.
Max:
20.10000038
1469727°C

Min:
12.39999961
8530273°C

Rain: 11.0mm

Feb
Cold weather. Carry Heavy woollen.
Max: 23.0°C Min:

16.39999961
8530273°C

Rain: 30.0mm

Mar
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max:
27.60000038
1469727°C

Min:
21.10000038
1469727°C

Rain: 35.0mm

Apr
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
30.20000076
2939453°C

Min:
24.29999923
7060547°C

Rain: 60.0mm

May
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Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
30.70000076
2939453°C

Min:
25.39999961
8530273°C

Rain: 142.0mm

Jun
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
30.29999923
7060547°C

Min:
26.20000076
2939453°C

Rain: 288.0mm

Jul
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
29.20000076
2939453°C

Min:
26.10000038
1469727°C

Rain: 411.0mm

Aug
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
29.10000038
1469727°C

Min:
26.20000076
2939453°C

Rain: 349.0mm

Sep
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
29.10000038
1469727°C

Min:
25.70000076
2939453°C

Rain: 288.0mm

Oct
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
28.10000038
1469727°C

Min:
23.70000076
2939453°C

Rain: 143.0mm

Nov
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max: 25.0°C Min:

18.89999961
8530273°C

Rain: 26.0mm

Dec
Cold weather. Carry Heavy woollen.

Max:
20.79999923
7060547°C

Min:
13.80000019
0734863°C

Rain: 17.0mm

What To

SEE
5 Sights

http://www.ixigo.com/places-to-visit-see-in-kolkata-lp-1140455

1 Victoria Memorial

Maidan 1, Queens Way, Kolkata,
West Bengal 700071, India

An attempt of the British to create a replica
of Taj Mahal in the honour of the Queen, the
Victoria Memorial in Kolkata is an imposing
monument of glittering white marble in an
oasis of green. Recognized as the symbol of
Kolkata, this monument houses a museum
displaying British memorabilia and knick
knacks from the time of the Raj.

Enjoy a momentous sunrise at the sprawling
gardens here or witness a romantic sunset
with a loved one or simply come here with

your family to enjoy a Light and Sound Show
in the evenings! Don’t forget to take your
camera along for awesome pictures by the
Lord Curzon statue, King Edward Statue and
Queen Victoria Statue.

A tourist’s favourite in Kolkata, every night
the setting sun witnesses the dancing
musical fountain in front of the Victoria
Memorial in the Citizen Park. Be awed by the
swaying jets of water lit in colourful hues
and fascinated by the aesthetic quotient of
these fountains. One of the unique features
in Kolkata, this musical fountain is equally
mesmerising for both adults and
kids.&nbsp;

2 Howrah Bridge

Hoogli River, Kolkata, West Bengal
700001, India

One image that constantly makes its way to
picture postcards of Kolkata is a picture of
this massive structure of steel, Howrah

Bridge. Built in the times of the British Raj,
this structure is often called one of the finest
examples of engineering till date. An
interesting feature about the bridge is that
no nuts and bolts were used in making of
the bridge, instead the structure was made
by riveting the steel.

Even though the bridge is crowded with all
means of transportation possible all day,
there is a sense of immense beauty in the
way the holy Ganges flows under it
incessantly and how the cool breeze
envelops this place all day. If you are a
morning bird, don’t miss out on watching
the breathtaking sight of the sun rising over
the glistening waters of the river!

3 Chowringhee Road

Park Street Metro Station, Kolkata,
West Bengal 700071, India

Chowringhee is the thoroughfare which
stretches all the way from Esplanade to the
Birla Planetarium. Pause for a moment
before the stately 1870s Oberoi Grand and
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look for the idiosyncratic Fairlawn Hotel on
Sudder Street, a gem of a hotel. At the vast
Indian Museum
 (1814), you can see coins from 500 BCE, a
2,000-year-old gateway from the Bharhut
Stupa in MP, Greek-influenced Buddhist
sculpture, Kalighat pats or scroll paintings,
Tibetan thangkas, paintings from the
Company school, and more.

By now, you’ve almost reached Park Street,
the hub of Kolkata’s up-market restaurants,
pubs, bookshops and boutiques. Flury’s is
the time honoured refreshment stop here.
But before you stumble into the nearest
pub, note the stern façade of Asiatic Society,
founded in 1784. It contains invaluable
manuscripts, prints and antiques. At the
Park Street Cemetery (1767), look for the
tombs of Sir William Jones, poet Henry
Derozio, and Major General Charles ‘Hindoo’
Stuart — who ‘went native’.

4 Kalighat Kali Temple

Kalighat Road, Kolkata, West Bengal
700026, India

Kalighat Temple is an ancient temple
believed to have existed during the time of
Chandragupta II, although the present
structure is just 200 years old. The original
temple was a small hut-shaped structure
built by Raja Mansingh in the 16th century.
The present structure was completed
sometime in 1809 under the supervision of
the Sabarna Roy Chowdhury family of
Barisha.&nbsp;Unlike other Kali idols across
India, the goddess in Kalighat has a golden
tongue and 4 golden hands. Two of her
hands are holding a scimitar (representing
Divine Knowledge) and the severed head of
Shumbha - the demon king (representing
Human Ego). The message being, human
ego has to be overcome by Divine
Knowledge to gain Moksha (salvation). The
other two hands are in the abhaya (fearless)
and varada (blessing) mudras respectively
signifying that all her devotees will be
guided to the eternal salvation by the holy
mother herself.&nbsp;
There is a 3 ft high rectangular alter in
the&nbsp;Kalighat Temple&nbsp;where 3
stones are kept under a tree. These stones
represent Sasthi, Shitala and Mangala
Chandi - part of Ma Kali. This spot is called
Shasthi Tala or Manasha Tala. There are no
male priests in this area. Adjacent to the
temple lies the Natmondir - a covered
platform from where the main deity can be
seen. Next to this lie the two sacrificial

altars. A separate shrine dedicated to radha
Krishna is also present within the
complex.&nbsp;A sacred tank called
Kundupukar lies in the south east corner of
the temple complex. The right tow of Sati is
believed to have been found in this area.
The water of this tank is considered to be as
holy as Ganga and has the power to bestow
the boon of a child.&nbsp;

5 Esplanade

Maidan, Kolkata, West Bengal
700069, India

Eden Gardens, along with the Strand and
Esplanade area, formed the main
recreational area for the English during the
Raj. Plunge into the sea of humanity at
Esplanade. Rows of once-splendid buildings
pass before your eyes. Such a building is
Hogg Market, more popularly known as
 New Market. This was built in 1874 by
Stuart Hogg and, as the urban proverb goes,
even tiger’s milk can be found in New
Market. Though much of it was burnt down
in 1985, the main structure still remains.
Shopping and eating here is a must during

any Kolkata trip.

Where To

Eat
5 Places

http://www.ixigo.com/foods-in-of-kolkata-lp-1140455

1 Roxy Bar

The Park, 17, Park Street, Kolkata,
West Bengal 700016, India

+91-33-40049000

Encapsulating the style and glamour of the
60s, Roxy Bar is quite a famous stopover
amongst night lovers. With an in-exhaustive
and extensive wine and cocktail menu, this
place adds magic to night life for many
locals as well as tourists. The bar offers
scrumptious food and is quite famous for its
funky decor.

2 Raul's Bar And Restaurant

http://www.ixigo.com/travel-guide/kolkata


Kolkata Travel Guide - http://www.ixigo.com/travel-guide/kolkata page 4

63, Rashbehari Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Road, Hazra, Kolkata,
West Bengal 700026, India

+91-33-24543961

Known for being a reasonable restaurant
cum bar, Raul's Bar and Restaurant is
located at Hazra in South Kolkata. It is very
close &nbsp;to the JD Park metro station
therefore makes it a default location for
many. This place serves cuisines including
North Indian, Chinese, Mughlai and
Tandoori. If you love Chilly Chicken, then
this is where you should come for a
yummilicious treat. Dim lighting and
comfortable seating make up for most of
this place’s likeability. Although, the crowd is
not that great but since, it’s comforting for
every pocket, many drink lovers end up
spending their evenings here.

3 threesixtythree° - The Oberoi
Grand

The Oberoi Grand, 15, Jawaharlal
Nehru Road, New Market Area,
Kolkata, West Bengal 700013, India

+91-33-22492323

4 Tero Parbon

49C, Purna Das Road, Hindustan
Park, Gariahat, Kolkata, West Bengal
700029, India

+91-33-24632016|+91-33-24640199

If you are on a holiday to Kolkata, you must
visit this lovely restaurant. The flavours of
Bengal are evident in every dish Tero
Parbon churns out. The chefs are extremely
particular about the quality of the food and
will leave no stone unturned to offer you the
best bengali food yet. Spacious and sparsely
decorated, the restaurant is inviting and
comfortable. You can enjoy your meal in
peace and give the foodie in you a real treat.
You must try the Chital Machher Muitha
(fish balls), Shorshe Ilish (mustard hilsa) and
Chingri Malai curry (prawns cooked in rich
coconut milk). If you are a little new to
Bengali cuisine, it would be wise to take in
suggestions from the staff. Head here for a
complete Bengali meal and add that
something special to your holiday.

5 Oh Calcutta

10/3, 4th Floor, Forum Mall, Elgin
Road, Kolkata, West Bengal, 700001,
India

+91-33- 22837161

One of the best fine dining options to try
Bengali cuisine, Oh! Calcutta is now a
popular restaurant with a number of outlets
all over the country. Not only is this award
winning restaurant known for constantly
churning out mouth watering delicacies, it is
also involved in reviving ancient Bengali
delicacies by research and
practice.&nbsp;With opulent interiors and
good food to boot, this place makes for a
good option for a candlelight dinner with
your someone special. Don't forget to try
the Aam Ilish (mango fish) and&nbsp;
Gandharaj Bhetki (steamed lemony fish)
over here! Do try the well-stocked bar at this
superb restaurant.
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Quick

LOCATE
http://www.ixigo.com/hotels-in-kolkata-lp-1140455

See
A: Victoria Memorial
B: Howrah Bridge
C: Chowringhee Road
D: Kalighat Kali Temple
E: Esplanade

Accommodation
F: White Pebble
G: OYO 6377 Seacom Inn Panditya
H: OYO 3363 Krishna Guest Lines
I: White Pebble
J: OYO 6377 Seacom Inn Panditya
K: OYO 3363 Krishna Guest Lines
L: White Pebble
M: OYO 6377 Seacom Inn Panditya
N: OYO 3363 Krishna Guest Lines

Food
O: Roxy Bar
P: Raul's Bar And Restaurant
Q: threesixtythree° - The Oberoi Grand
R: Tero Parbon
S: Oh Calcutta
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