
Tiruchirapalli
Tiruchirappalli is a city with rich
culture and heritage in South India
in the state of Tamil Nadu. Ruled by
many dynasties and empires at
different times, the place shelters a
number of age-old historic
monuments and temples. This
heritage city has
Ranganathaswamy Temple,
Tiruchirapalli Rock Fort, Ucchi
Pillayar Temple, and Samayapuram
Mariamman Temple etc. to
experience its cultural richness.
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Famous For : City

 Part of a medieval metropolis,
Tiruchirappalli today is the 4th largest urban
agglomeration of Tamil Nadu. The bustling
city of ‘Trichy’, which is an affectionate and
universally acknowledged acronym for
Tiruchirapalli (Thiruchirappalli), is located on
the river Cauvery. Known for its important
role in the Carnatic Wars and called the 'city
of temples' Tiruchirapalli (Thiruchirappalli) is
replete with ancient monuments and
temples that narrate a thousand stories of
the different civilizations that ruled here.
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When To

VISIT
http://www.ixigo.com/weather-in-tiruchirapalli-lp-1017651

Jan
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max: 30.5°C Min:

20.60000038
1469727°C

Rain:
14.1000003814697
27mm

Feb
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max: 33.0°C Min: 21.5°C Rain: 11.5mm

Mar
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen.
Max:
35.79999923
706055°C

Min:
23.39999961
8530273°C

Rain:
24.3999996185302
73mm

Apr
Hot weather. Carry Light clothes.
Max:
37.29999923
706055°C

Min:
25.89999961
8530273°C

Rain:
44.2000007629394
5mm

May
Hot weather. Carry Light clothes, umbrella.
Max:
37.79999923
706055°C

Min:
26.39999961
8530273°C

Rain:
75.0999984741211
mm

Jun
Hot weather. Carry Light clothes.
Max:
36.79999923
706055°C

Min:
26.39999961
8530273°C

Rain:
47.9000015258789
06mm

Jul
Hot weather. Carry Light clothes, umbrella.

Max:
36.09999847
4121094°C

Min:
26.10000038
1469727°C

Rain:
59.2000007629394
5mm

Aug
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
35.70000076
293945°C

Min:
25.60000038
1469727°C

Rain:
73.4000015258789
mm

Sep
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max: 35.0°C Min:

24.89999961
8530273°C

Rain:
121.699996948242
19mm

Oct
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max: 32.5°C Min:

24.10000038
1469727°C

Rain:
160.800003051757
8mm

Nov
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max:
30.29999923
7060547°C

Min:
22.89999961
8530273°C

Rain: 196.5mm

Dec
Pleasant weather. Carry Light woollen,
umbrella.
Max: 29.5°C Min:

21.10000038
1469727°C

Rain:
92.3000030517578
1mm

What To

SEE
5 Sights

http://www.ixigo.com/places-to-visit-see-in-tiruchirapalli-lp-
1017651
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1 Sri Rangam Ranga Nathar
Temple

West Uthrai Street, Srirangam,
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu 620006,
India

  Dedicated to Lord Rangnatha, Lord
Vishnu's reclining avataar, Sri Rangam
Ranga Nathar Temple, is one of the most
illustrious temples of South India, rich in
lores and history. Millennia old, the temple,
enclosed by 7 concentric walls, with
&nbsp;21 gopurams (towers), 39 pavilions,
50 shrines, Ayiram kaal mandapam (a hall of
1000 pillars) and several small water bodies
inside the complex that spread out over an
area of 156 acres, is the largest (functioning)
Hindu temple in the world. The beautiful
idol of Lord Ranganatha, Vishnu in eternal
repose, is 21 ft long.

  As you enter the complex you are faced

with the 7 prakarams (the concentric walls),
with the outer 2 being lined with shops,
restaurants and flowers stalls where you
can buy the necessary ritual items to pay
homage. Non-Hindus can continue their
exploration only until the second prakaram,
but beyond that, inside the gold topped
sanctum sanctorum, you will not be allowed.
Over the sanctum sanctorum, is the Ranga
Vimanam, in the shape of the Om symbol
and plated with gold. Reclining on Adisesha,
the coiled serpent, is Sri Ranganthar and at
his feet sits Rangnayaki. Additionally, inside
the sanctum, you can also see images of
Brahma, Hanuman, Garuda and the symbols
of Vishnu. The temple complex also houses
shrines of the various forms of Vishnu
including Chakkarathazhwar, Narasimha,
Rama and Gopala Krishna.&nbsp;

  There are separate shrines for Ranganayaki
and the major saints of the Vaishnava
tradition. When you come across the
majestic, granite cut sculptures of rearing
horses trampling the heads of tigers in a
planned theater like structure, you have
entered the Hall of 1000 pillars, which is
really 953 pillars. One wide aisle that runs
through the center of the hall, intersected
by transepts running across at right angles,
is the path to take to explore the hall.&nbsp;

  Built by the once mighty Vijaynagar empire,
the Garuda Madapa located on the south
side of the third enclosure is an addition by
the Nayaks as well as the Sesha Mandap,
where leaping animals are carved onto the
piers at its northern end. Adorned by grand
sculptures and architecture heavily rooted
in Dravidian architectural style, the
sculptures throughout the magnificent,
glorious complex include deities, dancers,
musicians, mythological creatures and
animals and scenes from courtly life.&nbsp;

  Dominating the skyline of Tiruchirappalli is
the 236 feet Rajagopuram, the second
tallest temple tower in Asia. The 13- tiered
Rajagopuram was built in 1987 by Ahobila
Mutt and can be seen rearing in the distant
skies for miles around, while the remaining
20 gopurams (tower gateway) were built
between the 14th and 17th centuries. The
inscriptions you come across in the temple
belong to the Chola, Pandya, Hoysala and
Vijayanagar dynasties- each having shaped
the destiny of this small city. They range in
the date between 9th and 16th century A.D.

  Throughout its history, the temple has
been invaded, its idol stolen and has been
the site for military encampments of various
armies- its walls, inscriptions and sculptures
tell a thousand stories from the Vijayanagar
empire’s golden age. Today, the temple
continues to stand tall proudly and as
majestically as it did eons ago. Throughout
the year various festivals are celebrated in
the temple like Vaikunta Ekadeshi,
Jyestabhisheka, Brahmotsavam,
Rathothsavam (the temple chariot festival)
and many more.&nbsp;

  The origin of the Orlov diamond, part of
the Diamond Fund of the Moscow Kremlin’s
collection, can be traced back to this temple,
where it once served as the eye of the
presiding deity. Among historic diamonds,
this resplendent relic, in the shape and
proportion of half a hen’s egg, is considered
unique as it still retains its original Indian
rose cut style.&nbsp;

2 Rock Fort Temple
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Devathanam, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil
Nadu, India

  Rock Fort, as the rocky outcrop is called, at
an age of over 3.8 billion years is as old as
the rocks in Greenland and much older than
the Himalayas. Begun in 600 CE by kings of
the Chola dynasty, the Shiva temple is
located in a gargantuan 274-foot-high rock
that is visible for miles around. Much of it
was built by the Nayak kings in the 16-17th
centuries. There are 417 steps to the top
and great panoramic views from there. At its
summit, a height of 83 meters, is the 2
storied Rock fort temple built by the Pallavas
and rebuilt by the Nayaks.

  The fort is really a complex where you can
visit 3 more temples built in different eras
over the course of time; Manikka Vinayakar
temple at the foot of the hill, dedicated to
Lord Ganesha, at the top of the hill the Ucchi
Pillayar temple and the Taayumaanavar
Koyil Shivastalam, a rock cut temple
dedicated to Taayumaanavar, a Nayak era
saint.

  On your way to the Ucchi Pillayar Temple,

you can pay homage at Mathrubutheswarar,
dedicated to Lord Shiva, that has a lingam, a
projection of the rock itself. Be sure to pay
particular attention to the inscriptions on
the temples' walls, they date back to
Mahendravarman I, the Cholas, the
Vijayanagar rulers and the Nayaks of
Madurai.As you approach the foot of the
rock, there is a tank and a pavilion that is
used during the float festivals and was built
by Viswanatha Nayaka of Madurai to hold
major religious festivals.&nbsp;

  Right next to the tank is a house and
church built by Reverend Schwartz of
Denmark in the 18th century. The incredible
palace you see at the base of the rock was
built by Chokkanatha Nayak, and is known
as Rani Mangammal Mahal. It features a
Durbar hall (Mughal court and ceremonial
hall for gatherings during the British Raj).
Daily six prayer services are offered here in
addition to the festivals that are celebrated
year round.

3 Ucchi Pillaiyar Temple

Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, India

  The crowning glory of Rockfort,
 Ucchi Pillayar Temple, dedicated to Lord
Ganesha, is one of India's most famous Lord
Ganesha temple. With its foundation and
walls steeped in mythology and legends,
Ucchi Pillayar koil temple was built in the 7th
century during the glorious years of
the&nbsp;Vijayanagar&nbsp;empire by the
Madurai Nayaks, essentially completing the
work Pallavas had begun.

  Housed in the same temple complex as
Thayumanaswamy temple dedicated to Lord
Shiva, both temples were built by the
Madurai Nayaks. While Thayumanaswamy
temple is bigger and grander, Ucchi Pillayar
temple has its own evocative mysticism.
Legend has it that the both the temples
were niched within the massive rock
outcropping by the Pallavas to mark the
place where Lord Ganesha or Lord Vinayaka
as he is also known, took refuge from King
Vibhishana.&nbsp;

  A beautiful temple widely known for its

ancient architecture, Ucchi Pillayar temple
offers some of the most incredible views of
the city and river Kaveri snaking through.

4 Jambukeswarar Temple

Thiruvanaikkaval, Tiruchirappalli,
Tamil Nadu 620005, India

 Dedicated to Lord Shiva and Sree
Akhilandeshwari, Jambukeswarar Temple
was built around 1800 years ago by the
Kocengannan, one of the Early Chola Kings.
The temple is one of the five major Shiva
Temples Panchabhoota Sthalam
representing the element of water. The
remaining four Panchabhoota Sthala are the
Ekambareshwar Temple in Kanchipuram
(earth), the Thillai Nataraja Temple in
Chidambaram (sky), the Thiruvannamalai
Aruneshwara Temple in Tiruvannamalai
(fire) and the Kalahastheewara Temple in

http://www.ixigo.com/travel-guide/tiruchirapalli


Tiruchirapalli Travel Guide - http://www.ixigo.com/travel-guide/tiruchirapalli page 4

Kalahasti (wind). The sanctum, is the Shiva
lingam in the form of Appu lingam (water
lingam). According to legends, Parvathi, to
conduct her penance in the form of
Akilandeswari, made the lingam out of the
waters of river Kaveri.
 Inside the temple complex, there are 5
enclosures, called precincts and may not be
immediately apparent to you so massive is
the complex. The first massive outer wall
you find your way, called Vibudi Prakara, is a
mile long, 25 feet high and 2 feet thick and is
said to have been built by Shiva with the
help of his workers. The 4th precinct has a
hall with 796 pillars and a small tank fed by
springs. The 3rd precinct contains the 2
gopurams (gateway towers), one 73 feet tall
and the other 100 feet tall. The 2nd precinct
has another gopuram 65 feet high and
several small shrines. It is the last precinct
where the sanctum with the Appu lingam is.
The inscriptions and sculptures you see in
the temple and the complex date back to
the Chola era.

 Since Akilandeswari worshipped Lord Shiva
in this temple, even today, at noon the
priest dresses like a female and offers his
prayers to Jambukeswara, and Gau Maatha
(Cow). The noon prayer is very famous and a
number of devotees attend it every day. A
special variety of black cow, called Karam
Pasu, is used for this occasion.
Annabhishekam to lingam (ablution with
cooked rice) is a daily ritual performed in the
temple. The temple also runs a school for
training in nagaswaram, a classical pipe

instrument in Tamil Nadu.

5 Vekkaliamman Temple

Woraiyur,Thiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu,
India

Crowning glory of Woraiyur, erstwhile seat
of Cholan empire,
Vekkaliamman Temple is steeped in legends
and tales of devotion and faith. The temple
has a charm that will mesmerise you to the
core. The temple is the centre of spiritual
bliss and tranquillity in Tiruchirappalli and is
visited with great reverence by the
followers. If you are a God lover then you
shouldn’t miss this place once you make a
trip to Tiruchirappalli.
Vekkaliamman Temple is a peaceful place to
spend some time away from the usual life.

Where To

Eat
5 Places

http://www.ixigo.com/foods-in-of-tiruchirapalli-lp-1017651

1 Kannappa Chettinadu
Restaurant

22-25 Mannarpuram Junction,
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, India

The in-house restaurant of Hotel Garden
Gardenia, Kannappa Chettinadu Restaurant,
is one of the best places in town to indulge
in the gastronomic adventure that Chettinad
cuisine is. Elegant interiors with plush
leather seating and dark wooden furnishing
welcomes you to a volley of flavors and
aroma.

Kannappa chicken Mutton Biryani, Mutton
Chops, Mutton Kheema with Chilli paratha
and Appam on the side are some of the
must try dishes out here. While you couldn't

go wrong with a plate of Idlis and Dosas, do
give paniyaram, karuppatti paniyaram, vellai
paniyaram, paal paniyaram, masala
paniyaram kuzhi paniyaram, kozhakattai-
some of the classic Chettinad vegetarian
dishes, a try. Served with sambhar and
range of tangy chutneys, your meal at
Kannappa Chettinadu Restaurant is bound
to be an unforgettable one.

2 Femina food court

109, Williams Road, Tiruchirappalli,
Tamil Nadu, 620001, India

+91-431-2414501

Opposite Femina Mall, is a sheltered
outdoor seating area where you can choose
between oriental dishes and Indian snacks.
With a Chinese restaurant and an Indian
snack bar sitting next to each other, both
with a range of dishes to keep you switching
and changing your order, Femina food court
is an ideal place to take a break from the
heavy duty shopping.

There are stalls selling North Indian chaat,
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Tandoori Chicken, fried Chicken and other
North Indian dishes. You can wash down all
the spiciness with a glass of juice at the juice
shop and follow it up with a muffin or two at
the cake shop.

3 Banana Leaf

Madras Trunk Road, Tiruchirappalli,
Tamil Nadu, India

+91-431-2793287

Putting together some of the best of
Hyderabadi, Chettinad and Mughlai cuisine,
Banana Leaf is one of the ideal places in
Tiruchirappalli to get a dollop of the regional
Tamil as well as Andhra cuisine.

Call it fiery, spicy, hot, burning hot and you
will still fall short of words, partly because of
the gallons of water you will be gulping after
each morsel. With a mind boggling variety of
incredible spicy, aromatic dishes to choose
from, both vegetarian and non vegetarian,
do remember to ask the staff explicitly
about the piquancy of each dish you choose
to have.

4 Golden Palm Roof Top
Restaurant

22-25 Mannarpuram Junction,
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, 620020,
India

+91-431-4045000, +91-95856-44000

Hotel Garden Gardenia's in-house
restaurant, Golden Palm Roof Top
Restaurant, is yet another delightful culinary
offering in the city. Situated on the top most
floor of the hotel, Golden Palm Roof Top
restaurant lays out a range of delicious
dishes from different cuisines.

While their South Indian dishes are delicious
and a must try, the smattering of
Continental, Barbeque and North Indian
dishes served out here are slightly
inconsistent in terms of taste and flavors
and may be a bit of a disappointment. Open
throughout the day, the restaurant is ideal
for a filling breakfast, stop over lunch and a
heavy, indulgent dinner.

5 Sangeetha

Next to Central Bus Station,
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, India

Yet another incredible, wholesome and
delicious offering of the culinary art of
Tiruchirappalli, Sangeetha restaurant is a
local favorite. Serving entirely South Indian
dishes, food out here doesn't swim in oil
and fat, with spiciness that doesn't require
every morsel followed with gulps of water.

Perfect for filling breakfasts and indulgent
lunches and dinners, Sangeetha restaurant
is a no-frills, unassuming affair where the
food speaks for itself.While Idli, Dosa, Vada,
Pongal, Uttapam are some of the classic
dishes that you couldn't go wrong with out
here, do give the Vegetarian Thalis a try.
Served on a banana leaf, the thalis contain a
selection of South Indian dals, curries, rice,
and sweet dish. Another must try is the filter
coffee.
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Quick

LOCATE
http://www.ixigo.com/hotels-in-tiruchirapalli-lp-1017651

See
A: Sri Rangam Ranga Nathar Temple
B: Rock Fort Temple
C: Ucchi Pillaiyar Temple
D: Jambukeswarar Temple
E: Vekkaliamman Temple

Accommodation
F: S.n Guest House
G: Pl.a Rathna Residency
H: Femina Hotel
I: S.n Guest House
J: Pl.a Rathna Residency
K: Femina Hotel
L: S.n Guest House
M: Pl.a Rathna Residency
N: Femina Hotel

Food
O: Kannappa Chettinadu Restaurant
P: Femina food court
Q: Banana Leaf
R: Golden Palm Roof Top Restaurant
S: Sangeetha
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